CHILD PROTECTION LAW
Act 238 of 1975

AN ACT to require the reporting of child abuse and neglect by certain persons; to permit the reporting of
child abuse and neglect by al persons; to provide for the protection of children who are abused or neglected;
to authorize limited detainment in protective custody; to authorize medical examinations; to prescribe the
powers and duties of the state department of social services to prevent child abuse and neglect; to prescribe
certain powers and duties of local law enforcement agencies; to safeguard and enhance the welfare of children
and preserve family life; to provide for the appointment of legal counsel; to provide for the abrogation of
privileged communications; to provide civil and criminal immunity for certain persons; to provide rules of
evidence in certain cases; to provide for confidentiality of records; to provide for the expungement of certain
records; to prescribe penalties; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;00 Am. 1988, Act 372, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989.

The People of the Sate of Michigan enact:

722.621 Short title.
Sec. 1. Thisact shall be known and may be cited as the “ child protection law”.
History: 1975, Act 238, EFf. Oct. 1, 1975.

*xxx% 722,622 THISSECTION ISAMENDED 91 DAYSAFTER ADJOURNMENT OF THE 2014 REGULAR
SESSION SINE DIE: See 722.622.amended *****

722.622 Definitions.

Sec. 2. Asused in this act:

(a) "Adult foster care location authorized to care for a child" means an adult foster care family home or
adult foster care small group home as defined in section 3 of the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979
PA 218, MCL 400.703, in which a child is placed in accordance with section 5 of 1973 PA 116, MCL
722.115.

(b) "Attorney" means, if appointed to represent a child under the provisions referenced in section 10, an
attorney serving as the child's legal advocate in the manner defined and described in section 13a of chapter
XI1A of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.13a.

(c) "Centra registry" means the system maintained at the department that is used to keep a record of all
reports filed with the department under this act in which relevant and accurate evidence of child abuse or
neglect isfound to exist.

(d) "Central registry case" means a child protective services case that the department classifies under
sections 8 and 8d as category | or category Il. For a child protective services case that was investigated before
July 1, 1999, central registry case means an allegation of child abuse or neglect that the department
substantiated.

(e) "Child" means a person under 18 years of age.

(f) "Child abuse" means harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare that occurs through
nonaccidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or maltreatment, by a parent, a
legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare or by a teacher, a teacher's
aide, or amember of the clergy.

(g) "Child care organization" means that term as defined in section 1 of 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111.

(h) "Child care provider" means an owner, operator, employee, or volunteer of a child care organization or
of an adult foster care location authorized to care for achild.

(i) "Child care regulatory agency" means the department of consumer and industry services or a successor
state department that is responsible for the licensing or registration of child care organizations or the licensing
of adult foster care locations authorized to care for a child.

() "Child neglect" means harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare by a parent, legal guardian,
or any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare that occurs through either of the following:

(i) Negligent treatment, including the failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical care.

(i) Placing a child at an unreasonable risk to the child's health or welfare by failure of the parent, legal
guardian, or other person responsible for the child's health or welfare to intervene to eliminate that risk when
that person is able to do so and has, or should have, knowledge of the risk.

(k) "Citizen review panel" means a panel established as required by section 106 of title | of the child abuse
prevention and treatment act, Public Law 93-247, 42 U.S.C. 5106a
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() "Member of the clergy" means a priest, minister, rabbi, Christian science practitioner, or other religious
practitioner, or similar functionary of a church, temple, or recognized religious body, denomination, or
organization.

(m) "Controlled substance” means that term as defined in section 7104 of the public health code, 1978 PA
368, MCL 333.7104.

(n) "CPSI system" means the child protective service information system, which is an internal data system
maintained within and by the department, and which is separate from the central registry and not subject to
section 7.

(o) "Department” means the family independence agency.

(p) "Director" means the director of the department.

() "Expunge" means to physically remove or eliminate and destroy arecord or report.

(r) "Lawyer-guardian ad litem" means an attorney appointed under section 10 who has the powers and
duties referenced by section 10.

(s) "Local officefile" means the system used to keep arecord of awritten report, document, or photograph
filed with and maintained by a county or aregionally based office of the department.

(t) "Nonparent adult" means a person who is 18 years of age or older and who, regardless of the person's
domicile, meets al of the following criteriain relation to a child:

(i) Has substantial and regular contact with the child.

(if) Has a close personal relationship with the child's parent or with a person responsible for the child's
health or welfare.

(iii) Is not the child's parent or a person otherwise related to the child by blood or affinity to the third
degree.

(u) "Person responsible for the child's health or welfare" means a parent, legal guardian, person 18 years of
age or older who resides for any length of time in the same home in which the child resides, or, except when
used in section 7(2)(e) or 8(8), nonparent adult; or an owner, operator, volunteer, or employee of 1 or more of
the following:

(i) A licensed or registered child care organization.

(i) A licensed or unlicensed adult foster care family home or adult foster care small group home as defined
in section 3 of the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.703.

(v) "Relevant evidence" means evidence having a tendency to make the existence of afact that is at issue
more probable than it would be without the evidence.

(w) "Sexual abuse" means engaging in sexual contact or sexual penetration as those terms are defined in
section 520a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520a, with a child.

(x) "Sexua exploitation" includes allowing, permitting, or encouraging a child to engage in prostitution, or
allowing, permitting, encouraging, or engaging in the photographing, filming, or depicting of a child engaged
in alisted sexual act as defined in section 145c of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.145c.

(y) "Specified information" means information in a children's protective services case record related
specifically to the department's actions in responding to a complaint of child abuse or neglect. Specified
information does not include any of the following:

(i) Except as provided in this subparagraph regarding a perpetrator of child abuse or neglect, persona
identification information for any individual identified in a child protective services record. The exclusion of
personal identification information as specified information prescribed by this subparagraph does not include
personal identification information identifying an individual alleged to have perpetrated child abuse or
neglect, which allegation has been classified as a central registry case.

(i) Information in alaw enforcement report as provided in section 7(8).

(iif) Any other information that is specifically designated as confidential under other law.

(iv) Any information not related to the department's actions in responding to a report of child abuse or
neglect.

(2) "Structured decision-making tool" means the department document labeled "DSS-4752 (P3) (3-95)" or
arevision of that document that better measures the risk of future harm to a child.

(aa) "Substantiated" means a child protective services case classified as a central registry case.

(bb) "Unsubstantiated" means a child protective services case the department classifies under sections 8
and 8d as category |1, category IV, or category V.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;00 Am. 1978, Act 252, Eff. Mar. 30, 1979;00 Am. 1980, Act 511, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 1981;00
Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;00 Am. 1988, Act 372, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;01 Am. 1990, Act 212, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 1990;0 Am.
1993, Act 251, Imd. Eff. Nov. 24, 1993;00 Am. 1996, Act 581, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;00 Am. 1998, Act 428, Eff. Apr. 1, 1999;0] Am. 1998,
Act 483, Eff. Mar. 1, 1999;0 Am. 1998, Act 484, Eff. July 1, 1999;00 Am. 1998, Act 531, Eff. July 1, 1999;0 Am. 2000, Act 45, Imd.
Eff. Mar. 27, 2000;00 Am. 2002, Act 661, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002;0 Am. 2002, Act 693, Eff. Mar. 1, 2003;00 Am. 2004, Act 563, Imd.
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Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

*xxxx 722.622.amended THISAMENDED SECTION ISEFFECTIVE 91 DAYSAFTER ADJOURNMENT
OF THE 2014 REGULAR SESSION SINE DIE *****

722.622.amended Definitions.

Sec. 2. Asused in this act:

(a) "Adult foster care location authorized to care for a child" means an adult foster care family home or
adult foster care small group home as defined in section 3 of the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979
PA 218, MCL 400.703, in which a child is placed in accordance with section 5 of 1973 PA 116, MCL
722.115.

(b) "Attorney" means, if appointed to represent a child under the provisions referenced in section 10, an
attorney serving as the child's legal advocate in the manner defined and described in section 13a of chapter
XIIA of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.13a.

(c) "Centra registry" means the system maintained at the department that is used to keep a record of all
reports filed with the department under this act in which relevant and accurate evidence of child abuse or
child neglect is found to exist.

(d) "Central registry case" means a child protective services case that the department classifies under
sections 8 and 8d as category | or category Il. For a child protective services case that was investigated before
July 1, 1999, central registry case means an alegation of child abuse or child neglect that the department
substantiated.

(e) "Child" means a person under 18 years of age.

(f) "Child abuse" means harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare that occurs through
nonaccidental physical or mental injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or maltreatment, by a parent, a
legal guardian, or any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare or by a teacher, a teacher's
aide, or amember of the clergy.

(g) "Child care organization" means that term as defined in section 1 of 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111.

(h) "Child care provider" means an owner, operator, employee, or volunteer of a child care organization or
of an adult foster care location authorized to care for achild.

(i) "Child care regulatory agency" means the department or a successor state department that is responsible
for the licensing or registration of child care organizations or the licensing of adult foster care locations
authorized to care for a child.

() "Child neglect" means harm or threatened harm to a child's health or welfare by a parent, legal guardian,
or any other person responsible for the child's health or welfare that occurs through either of the following:

(i) Negligent treatment, including the failure to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, or medical care.

(if) Placing a child at an unreasonable risk to the child's health or welfare by failure of the parent, lega
guardian, or other person responsible for the child's health or welfare to intervene to eliminate that risk when
that person is able to do so and has, or should have, knowledge of the risk.

(k) "Citizen review panel" means a panel established as required by section 106 of title | of the child abuse
prevention and treatment act, 42 USC 5106a.

() "Member of the clergy" means a priest, minister, rabbi, Christian science practitioner, or other religious
practitioner, or similar functionary of a church, temple, or recognized religious body, denomination, or
organi zation.

(m) "Controlled substance" means that term as defined in section 7104 of the public health code, 1978 PA
368, MCL 333.7104.

(n) "CPSI system" means the child protective service information system, which is an internal data system
maintained within and by the department, and which is separate from the central registry and not subject to
section 7.

(o) "Department” means the department of human services.

(p) "Director" means the director of the department.

(9) "Expunge"’ means to physically remove or eliminate and destroy a record or report.

(r) "Lawyer-guardian ad litem" means an attorney appointed under section 10 who has the powers and
duties referenced by section 10.

(s) "Local office file" means the system used to keep arecord of awritten report, document, or photograph
filed with and maintained by a county or aregionally based office of the department.

(t) "Nonparent adult" means a person who is 18 years of age or older and who, regardless of the person's
domicile, meets al of the following criteriain relation to a child:

(i) Has substantial and regular contact with the child.
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(if) Has a close personal relationship with the child's parent or with a person responsible for the child's
health or welfare.

(iii) Is not the child's parent or a person otherwise related to the child by blood or affinity to the third
degree.

(u) "Person responsible for the child's health or welfare" means a parent, legal guardian, person 18 years of
age or older who resides for any length of time in the same home in which the child resides, or, except when
used in section 7(2)(e) or 8(8), nonparent adult; or an owner, operator, volunteer, or employee of 1 or more of
the following:

(i) A licensed or registered child care organization.

(i) A licensed or unlicensed adult foster care family home or adult foster care small group home as defined
in section 3 of the adult foster care facility licensing act, 1979 PA 218, MCL 400.703.

(iii) A court-operated facility as approved under section 14 of the social welfare act, 1939 PA 280, MCL
400.14.

(v) "Relevant evidence" means evidence having a tendency to make the existence of afact that is at issue
more probable than it would be without the evidence.

(w) "Sexual abuse" means engaging in sexual contact or sexual penetration as those terms are defined in
section 520a of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.520a, with a child.

(x) "Sexua exploitation" includes allowing, permitting, or encouraging a child to engage in prostitution, or
allowing, permitting, encouraging, or engaging in the photographing, filming, or depicting of a child engaged
in alisted sexual act as defined in section 145c of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.145c.

(y) "Specified information" means information in a children's protective services case record related
specifically to the department's actions in responding to a complaint of child abuse or child neglect. Specified
information does not include any of the following:

(i) Except as provided in this subparagraph regarding a perpetrator of child abuse or child neglect, personal
identification information for any individual identified in a child protective services record. The exclusion of
personal identification information as specified information prescribed by this subparagraph does not include
personal identification information identifying an individual alleged to have perpetrated child abuse or child
neglect, which allegation has been classified as a centra registry case.

(i) Information in alaw enforcement report as provided in section 7(8).

(iif) Any other information that is specifically designated as confidential under other law.

(iv) Any information not related to the department's actions in responding to a report of child abuse or
child neglect.

(2) "Structured decision-making tool" means the department document labeled "DSS-4752 (P3) (3-95)" or
arevision of that document that better measures the risk of future harm to a child.

(aa) "Substantiated" means a child protective services case classified as a central registry case.

(bb) "Unsubstantiated" means a child protective services case the department classifies under sections 8
and 8d as category |1, category IV, or category V.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;00 Am. 1978, Act 252, Eff. Mar. 30, 1979;00 Am. 1980, Act 511, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 1981;00
Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;0 Am. 1988, Act 372, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;01 Am. 1990, Act 212, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 1990;0 Am.
1993, Act 251, Imd. Eff. Nov. 24, 1993;00 Am. 1996, Act 581, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997;00 Am. 1998, Act 428, Eff. Apr. 1, 1999;0] Am. 1998,
Act 483, Eff. Mar. 1, 1999;0 Am. 1998, Act 484, Eff. July 1, 1999;00 Am. 1998, Act 531, Eff. July 1, 1999;00 Am. 2000, Act 45, Imd.
Eff. Mar. 27, 2000;00 Am. 2002, Act 661, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002;0 Am. 2002, Act 693, Eff. Mar. 1, 2003;00 Am. 2004, Act 563, Imd.
Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;00 Am. 2014, Act 30, Eff. (sine di€).

722.623 Individual required to report child abuse or neglect; written report; transmitting
report to county department; copies to prosecuting attorney and probate court; conditions
requiring transmission of report to law enforcement agency; pregnancy of or venereal
disease in child less than 12 years of age; exposure to or contact with methamphetamine
production.

Sec. 3. (1) Anindividual isrequired to report under this act as follows:

(a) A physician, dentist, physician's assistant, registered dental hygienist, medical examiner, nurse, person
licensed to provide emergency medical care, audiologist, psychologist, marriage and family therapist, licensed
professional counselor, social worker, licensed master's social worker, licensed bachelor's social worker,
registered social service technician, socia service technician, a person employed in a professional capacity in
any office of the friend of the court, school administrator, school counselor or teacher, law enforcement
officer, member of the clergy, or regulated child care provider who has reasonable cause to suspect child
abuse or neglect shall make immediately, by telephone or otherwise, an oral report, or cause an oral report to
be made, of the suspected child abuse or neglect to the department. Within 72 hours after making the ora
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report, the reporting person shal file a written report as required in this act. If the reporting person is a
member of the staff of a hospital, agency, or school, the reporting person shall notify the person in charge of
the hospital, agency, or school of his or her finding and that the report has been made, and shall make a copy
of the written report available to the person in charge. A notification to the person in charge of a hospital,
agency, or school does not relieve the member of the staff of the hospital, agency, or school of the obligation
of reporting to the department as required by this section. One report from a hospital, agency, or school is
adequate to meet the reporting requirement. A member of the staff of a hospital, agency, or school shall not be
dismissed or otherwise penalized for making a report required by this act or for cooperating in an
investigation.

(b) A department employee who is 1 of the following and has reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or
neglect shall make a report of suspected child abuse or neglect to the department in the same manner as
required under subdivision (a):

(i) Eligibility specialist.

(it) Family independence manager.

(iii) Family independence specialist.

(iv) Social services specialist.

(v) Socia work specialist.

(vi) Social work specialist manager.

(vii) Welfare services specialist.

(c) Any employee of an organization or entity that, as a result of federal funding statutes, regulations, or
contracts, would be prohibited from reporting in the absence of a state mandate or court order. A person
required to report under this subdivision shall report in the same manner as required under subdivision (a).

(2) The written report shall contain the name of the child and a description of the abuse or neglect. If
possible, the report shall contain the names and addresses of the child's parents, the child's guardian, the
persons with whom the child resides, and the child's age. The report shall contain other information available
to the reporting person that might establish the cause of the abuse or neglect, and the manner in which the
abuse or neglect occurred.

(3) The department shall inform the reporting person of the required contents of the written report at the
time the oral report is made by the reporting person.

(4) The written report required in this section shall be mailed or otherwise transmitted to the county
department of the county in which the child suspected of being abused or neglected is found.

(5) Upon receipt of awritten report of suspected child abuse or neglect, the department may provide copies
to the prosecuting attorney and the probate court of the counties in which the child suspected of being abused
or neglected resides and is found.

(6) If an alegation, written report, or subsequent investigation of suspected child abuse or child neglect
indicates a violation of sections 136b and 145c, sections 520b to 520g of the Michigan penal code, 1931 PA
328, MCL 750.136b, 750.145¢c, and 750.520b to 750.520qg, or section 7401c of the public health code, 1978
PA 368, MCL 333.7401c, involving methamphetamine has occurred, or if the allegation, written report, or
subsequent investigation indicates that the suspected child abuse or child neglect was committed by an
individual who is not a person responsible for the child's health or welfare, including, but not limited to, a
member of the clergy, ateacher, or a teacher's aide, the department shall transmit a copy of the allegation or
written report and the results of any investigation to a law enforcement agency in the county in which the
incident occurred. If an allegation, written report, or subsequent investigation indicates that the individual
who committed the suspected abuse or neglect is a child care provider and the department believes that the
report has basis in fact, the department shall, within 24 hours of completion, transmit a copy of the written
report or the results of the investigation to the child care regulatory agency with authority over the child care
provider's child care organization or adult foster care location authorized to care for a child.

(7) If alocal law enforcement agency receives an allegation or written report of suspected child abuse or
child neglect or discovers evidence of or receives areport of an individual allowing a child to be exposed to
or to have contact with methamphetamine production, and the allegation, written report, or subsequent
investigation indicates that the child abuse or child neglect or alowing a child to be exposed to or to have
contact with methamphetamine production, was committed by a person responsible for the child's health or
welfare, the local law enforcement agency shall refer the allegation or provide a copy of the written report and
the results of any investigation to the county department of the county in which the abused or neglected child
isfound, as required by subsection (1)(a). If an allegation, written report, or subsegquent investigation indicates
that the individual who committed the suspected abuse or neglect or allowed a child to be exposed to or to
have contact with methamphetamine production, is a child care provider and the local law enforcement
agency believes that the report has basis in fact, the local law enforcement agency shall transmit a copy of the
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written report or the results of the investigation to the child care regulatory agency with authority over the
child care provider's child care organization or adult foster care location authorized to care for a child.
Nothing in this subsection or subsection (1) shall be construed to relieve the department of its responsibilities
to investigate reports of suspected child abuse or child neglect under this act.

(8) For purposes of this act, the pregnancy of a child less than 12 years of age or the presence of a venerea
diseasein a child who is over 1 month of age but less than 12 years of age is reasonable cause to suspect child
abuse and neglect have occurred.

(9) In conducting an investigation of child abuse or child neglect, if the department suspects that a child
has been exposed to or has had contact with methamphetamine production, the department shall immediately
contact the law enforcement agency in the county in which the incident occurred.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;00 Am. 1978, Act 252, Eff. Mar. 30, 1979;00 Am. 1978, Act 573, Eff. Mar. 30, 1979;0 Am.
1980, Act 511, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 1981;0 Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;01 Am. 1988, Act 372, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;01 Am. 1994,
Act 177, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1994;00 Am. 2002, Act 10, Imd. Eff. Feb. 14, 2002;,00 Am. 2002, Act 661, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002;0] Am.
2002, Act 693, Eff. Mar. 1, 2003;0 Am. 2006, Act 264, Imd. Eff. July 6, 2006;00 Am. 2006, Act 583, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007;00 Am. 2008,
Act 300, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 2008;0] Am. 2008, Act 510, Imd. Eff. Jan. 13, 2009.

722.623a Knowledge or suspicion of alcohol, controlled substance, or metabolite of
controlled substance in body of newborn infant; report required; exception.

Sec. 3a. In addition to the reporting requirement in section 3, a person who is required to report suspected
child abuse or neglect under section 3(1) and who knows, or from the child's symptoms has reasonable cause
to suspect, that a newborn infant has any amount of alcohol, a controlled substance, or a metabolite of a
controlled substance in his or her body shall report to the department in the same manner as required under
section 3. A report is not required under this section if the person knows that the alcohol, controlled
substance, or metabolite, or the child's symptoms, are the result of medical treatment administered to the
newborn infant or his or her mother.

History: Add. 1996, Act 581, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997.

722.624 Persons permitted to report child abuse or neglect.

Sec. 4. In addition to those persons required to report child abuse or neglect under section 3, any person,
including a child, who has reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or neglect may report the matter to the
department or alaw enforcement agency.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;[1 Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985.

722.625 Identity of reporting person; confidentiality; disclosure; immunity; good faith
presumed.

Sec. 5. Except for records available under section 7(2)(a), (b), and (n), the identity of a reporting person is
confidential subject to disclosure only with the consent of that person or by judicial process. A person acting
in good faith who makes a report, cooperates in an investigation, or assists in any other requirement of this act
is immune from civil or criminal liability that might otherwise be incurred by that action. A person making a
report or assisting in any other requirement of this act is presumed to have acted in good faith. Thisimmunity
from civil or criminal liability extends only to acts done according to this act and does not extend to a
negligent act that causes personal injury or death or to the malpractice of a physician that results in personal
injury or death.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;0 Am. 1988, Act 372, Eff. Mar. 30, 1989;(] Am. 1994, Act 393, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994;
0 Am. 1998, Act 428, Eff. Apr. 1, 1999;0 Am. 2004, Act 563, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005.

722.626 Detention of child in temporary protective custody; preliminary hearing;
examinations; report; medical evaluation.

Sec. 6. (1) If a child suspected of being abused or neglected is admitted to a hospital or brought to a
hospital for outpatient services and the attending physician determines that the release of the child would
endanger the child's health or welfare, the attending physician shall notify the person in charge and the
department. The person in charge may detain the child in temporary protective custody until the next regular
business day of the probate court, at which time the probate court shall order the child detained in the hospital
or in some other suitable place pending a preliminary hearing as required by section 14 of chapter 12A of the
probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.14, or order the child released to the child's parent, guardian,
or custodian.

(2) When a child suspected of being an abused or neglected child is seen by a physician, the physician shall
make the necessary examinations, which may include physical examinations, x-rays, photographs, laboratory
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studies, and other pertinent studies. The physician's written report to the department shall contain summaries
of the evaluation, including medical test results.

(3) If areport is made by a person other than a physician, or if the physician's report is not complete, the
department may request a court order for a medical evaluation of the child. The department shall have a
medical evaluation made without a court order if either of the following occurs:

(a) The child's health is seriously endangered and a court order cannot be obtained.

(b) The child is displaying symptoms suspected to be the result of exposure to or contact with
methamphetamine production.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;0 Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;00 Am. 2006, Act 266, Imd. Eff. July 6, 2006.

Faxkx 722.627 THISSECTION ISAMENDED 91 DAYSAFTER ADJOURNMENT OF THE 2014 REGULAR
SESSION SNE DIE: See 722.627.amended *****

722.627 Central registry; availability of confidential records; closed court proceeding not
required; notice to individuals; amending or expunging certain reports and records;
hearing; evidence; release of reports compiled by law enforcement agency; information
obtained by citizen review panel; dissemination of information to pursue sanctions for
dereliction of duty by agency employee.

Sec. 7. (1) The department shall maintain a statewide, electronic central registry to carry out the intent of
this act.

(2) Unless made public as specified information released under section 7d, a written report, document, or
photograph filed with the department as provided in this act is a confidential record available only to 1 or
more of the following:

(& A legaly mandated public or private child protective agency investigating a report of known or
suspected child abuse or neglect or alegally mandated public or private child protective agency or foster care
agency prosecuting a disciplinary action against its own employee involving child protective services or foster
records.

(b) A police or other law enforcement agency investigating a report of known or suspected child abuse or
neglect.

(c) A physician who is treating a child whom the physician reasonably suspects may be abused or
neglected.

(d) A person legally authorized to place a child in protective custody when the person is confronted with a
child whom the person reasonably suspects may be abused or neglected and the confidential record is
necessary to determine whether to place the child in protective custody.

(e) A person, agency, or organization, including a multidisciplinary case consultation team, authorized to
diagnose, care for, treat, or supervise a child or family who is the subject of a report or record under this act,
or who is responsible for the child's health or welfare.

(f) A person named in the report or record as a perpetrator or alleged perpetrator of the child abuse or
neglect or avictim who is an adult at the time of the request, if the identity of the reporting person is protected
as provided in section 5.

(9) A court that determines the information is necessary to decide an issue before the court. In the event of
a child's death, a court that had jurisdiction over that child under section 2(b) of chapter XI11A of the probate
code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.2.

(h) A grand jury that determines the information is necessary to conduct the grand jury's official business.

(i) A person, agency, or organization engaged in a bona fide research or evaluation project. The person,
agency, or organization shall not release information identifying a person named in the report or record unless
that person's written consent is obtained. The person, agency, or organization shall not conduct a personal
interview with a family without the family's prior consent and shall not disclose information that would
identify the child or the child's family or other identifying information. The department director may authorize
the release of information to a person, agency, or organization described in this subdivision if the release
contributes to the purposes of this act and the person, agency, or organization has appropriate controls to
maintain the confidentiality of personaly identifying information for a person named in a report or record
made under this act.

() A lawyer-guardian ad litem or other attorney appointed as provided by section 10.

(k) A child placing agency licensed under 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, for the purpose of
investigating an applicant for adoption, a foster care applicant or licensee or an employee of a foster care
applicant or licensee, an adult member of an applicant's or licensee's household, or other persons in a foster
care or adoptive home who are directly responsible for the care and welfare of children, to determine
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suitability of a home for adoption or foster care. The child placing agency shall disclose the information to a
foster care applicant or licensee under 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, or to an applicant for
adoption.

(I) Family division of circuit court staff authorized by the court to investigate foster care applicants and
licensees, employees of foster care applicants and licensees, adult members of the applicant's or licensee's
household, and other persons in the home who are directly responsible for the care and welfare of children,
for the purpose of determining the suitability of the home for foster care. The court shall disclose this
information to the applicant or licensee.

(m) Subject to section 7a, a standing or select committee or appropriations subcommittee of either house of
the legislature having jurisdiction over child protective services matters.

(n) The children's ombudsman appointed under the children's ombudsman act, 1994 PA 204, MCL 722.921
to 722.932.

(0) A child fatality review team established under section 7b and authorized under that section to
investigate and review a child death.

(p) A county medical examiner or deputy county medical examiner appointed under 1953 PA 181, MCL
52.201 to 52.2186, for the purpose of carrying out his or her duties under that act.

(a) A citizen review panel established by the department. Access under this subdivision is limited to
information the department determines is necessary for the panel to carry out its prescribed duties.

(r) A child care regulatory agency.

(s) A foster care review board for the purpose of meeting the requirements of 1984 PA 422, MCL 722.131
to 722.139%.

(t) A local friend of the court office.

(3) Subject to subsection (9), a person or entity to whom information described in subsection (2) is
disclosed shall make the information available only to a person or entity described in subsection (2). This
subsection does not require a court proceeding to be closed that otherwise would be open to the public.

(4) If the department classifies a report of suspected child abuse or neglect as a central registry case, the
department shall maintain a record in the central registry and, within 30 days after the classification, shall
notify in writing each person who is named in the record as a perpetrator of the child abuse or neglect. The
notice shall set forth the person's right to request expunction of the record and the right to a hearing if the
department refuses the request. The notice shall state that the record may be released under section 7d. The
notice shall not identify the person reporting the suspected child abuse or neglect.

(5) A person who is the subject of a report or record made under this act may request the department to
amend an inaccurate report or record from the central registry and local office file. A person who is the
subject of a report or record made under this act may request the department to expunge from the central
registry a report or record in which no relevant and accurate evidence of abuse or neglect is found to exist. A
report or record filed in aloca office file is not subject to expunction except as the department authorizes, if
considered in the best interest of the child.

(6) If the department refuses a request for amendment or expunction under subsection (5), or fails to act
within 30 days after receiving the request, the department shall hold a hearing to determine by a
preponderance of the evidence whether the report or record in whole or in part should be amended or
expunged from the central registry on the grounds that the report or record is not relevant or accurate evidence
of abuse or neglect. The hearing shall be held before a hearing officer appointed by the department and shall
be conducted as prescribed by the administrative procedures act of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to
24.328.

(7) If the investigation of a report conducted under this act fails to disclose evidence of abuse or neglect,
the information identifying the subject of the report shall be expunged from the central registry. If evidence of
abuse or neglect exists, the department shall maintain the information in the central registry until the
department receives reliable information that the perpetrator of the abuse or neglect is dead.

(8) In releasing information under this act, the department shall not include a report compiled by a police
agency or other law enforcement agency related to an ongoing investigation of suspected child abuse or
neglect. This subsection does not prevent the department from releasing reports of convictions of crimes
related to child abuse or neglect.

(9) A member or staff member of a citizen review panel shall not disclose identifying information about a
specific child protection case to an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmenta entity, or
other legal entity. A member or staff member of a citizen review panel is a member of a board, council,
commission, or statutorily created task force of a governmental agency for the purposes of section 7 of 1964
PA 170, MCL 691.1407. Information obtained by a citizen review panel is not subject to the freedom of
information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.
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(10) An agency obtaining a confidential record under subsection (2)(a) may seek an order from the court
having jurisdiction over the child or from the family division of the Ingham county circuit court that allows
the agency to disseminate confidential child protective services or foster care information to pursue sanctions
for alleged dereliction, malfeasance, or misfeasance of duty against an employee of the agency, to a
recognized labor union representative of the employee's bargaining unit, or to an arbitrator or an
administrative law judge who conducts a hearing involving the employee's alleged dereliction, malfeasance,
or misfeasance of duty to be used solely in connection with that hearing. Information released under this
subsection shall be released in a manner that maintains the greatest degree of confidentiality while allowing
review of employee performance.

History: 1975, Act 238, Eff. Oct. 1, 1975;0 Am. 1980, Act 511, Imd. Eff. Jan. 26, 1981;0 Am. 1984, Act 418, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985;0
Am. 1991, Act 78, Imd. Eff. July 18, 1991;(1 Am. 1993, Act 251, Imd. Eff. Nov. 24, 1993, Am. 1994, Act 393, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994
;0 Am. 1995, Act 220, Imd. Eff. Dec. 1, 1995;00 Am. 1995, Act 225, Imd. Eff. Dec. 14, 1995;0 Am. 1997, Act 168, Eff. Mar. 31, 1998;
O Am. 1998, Act 428, Eff. Apr. 1, 1999;00 Am. 1998, Act 483, Eff. Mar. 1, 1999;00 Am. 1998, Act 484, Eff. July 1, 1999;0 Am. 1998,
Act 485, Eff. Aug. 1, 1999;00 Am. 2000, Act 45, Imd. Eff. Mar. 27, 2000;00 Am. 2002, Act 661, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002;0 Am. 2004,

Act 563, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2005;00 Am. 2006, Act 621, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007;0 Am. 2008, Act 300, Imd. Eff. Oct. 8, 2008;0 Am. 2011,
Act 70, Imd. Eff. June 28, 2011.

*xxxx 722.627.amended THISAMENDED SECTION ISEFFECTIVE 91 DAYS AFTER ADJOURNMENT
OF THE 2014 REGULAR SESSON SINE DIE *****

722.627.amended Central registry; availability of confidential records; closed court
proceeding not required; notice to individuals; amending or expunging certain reports and
records; hearing; evidence; release of reports compiled by law enforcement agency;
information obtained by citizen review panel; dissemination of information to pursue
sanctions for dereliction of duty by agency employee.

Sec. 7. (1) The department shall maintain a statewide, electronic central registry to carry out the intent of
this act.

(2) Unless made public as specified information released under section 7d, a written report, document, or
photograph filed with the department as provided in this act is a confidential record available only to 1 or
more of the following:

(8 A legaly mandated public or private child protective agency investigating a report of known or
suspected child abuse or child neglect or alegally mandated public or private child protective agency or foster
care agency prosecuting a disciplinary action against its own employee involving child protective services or
foster records.

(b) A police or other law enforcement agency investigating a report of known or suspected child abuse or
child neglect.

(c) A physician who is treating a child whom the physician reasonably suspects may be abused or
neglected.

(d) A person legally authorized to place a child in protective custody when the person is confronted with a
child whom the person reasonably suspects may be abused or neglected and the confidential record is
necessary to determine whether to place the child in protective custody.

(e) A person, agency, or organization, including a multidisciplinary case consultation team, authorized to
diagnose, care for, treat, or supervise a child or family who is the subject of areport or record under this act,
or who is responsible for the child's health or welfare.

(f) A person named in the report or record as a perpetrator or alleged perpetrator of the child abuse or child
neglect or avictim who is an adult at the time of the request, if the identity of the reporting person is protected
as provided in section 5.

(g) A court for the purposes of determining the suitability of a person as a guardian of a minor or that
otherwise determines that the information is necessary to decide an issue before the court. In the event of a
child's death, a court that had jurisdiction over that child under section 2(b) of chapter XIIA of the probate
code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.2.

(h) A grand jury that determines the information is necessary to conduct the grand jury's official business.

(i) A person, agency, or organization engaged in a bona fide research or evaluation project. The person,
agency, or organization shall not release information identifying a person named in the report or record unless
that person's written consent is obtained. The person, agency, or organization shall not conduct a persona
interview with a family without the family's prior consent and shall not disclose information that would
identify the child or the child's family or other identifying information. The department director may authorize
the release of information to a person, agency, or organization described in this subdivision if the release
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contributes to the purposes of this act and the person, agency, or organization has appropriate controls to
maintain the confidentiality of personally identifying information for a person named in a report or record
made under this act.

() A lawyer-guardian ad litem or other attorney appointed as provided by section 10.

(k) A child placing agency licensed under 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, for the purpose of
investigating an applicant for adoption, a foster care applicant or licensee or an employee of a foster care
applicant or licensee, an adult member of an applicant's or licensee's household, or other persons in a foster
care or adoptive home who are directly responsible for the care and welfare of children, to determine
suitability of a home for adoption or foster care. The child placing agency shall disclose the information to a
foster care applicant or licensee under 1973 PA 116, MCL 722.111 to 722.128, or to an applicant for
adoption.

(I) Family division of circuit court staff authorized by the court to investigate foster care applicants and
licensees, employees of foster care applicants and licensees, adult members of the applicant's or licensee's
household, and other persons in the home who are directly responsible for the care and welfare of children,
for the purpose of determining the suitability of the home for foster care. The court shall disclose this
information to the applicant or licensee.

(m) Subject to section 7a, a standing or select committee or appropriations subcommittee of either house of
the legislature having jurisdiction over child protective services matters.

(n) The children's ombudsman appointed under the children's ombudsman act, 1994 PA 204, MCL 722.921
to 722.932.

(0) A child fatality review team established under section 7b and authorized under that section to
investigate and review a child death.

(p) A county medical examiner or deputy county medical examiner appointed under 1953 PA 181, MCL
52.201 to 52.2186, for the purpose of carrying out his or her duties under that act.

(a) A citizen review panel established by the department. Access under this subdivision is limited to
information the department determines is necessary for the panel to carry out its prescribed duties.

(r) A child care regulatory agency.

(s) A foster care review board for the purpose of meeting the requirements of 1984 PA 422, MCL 722.131
to 722.139%.

(t) A local friend of the court office.

(3) Subject to subsection (9), a person or entity to whom information described in subsection (2) is
disclosed shall make the information available only to a person or entity described in subsection (2). This
subsection does not require a court proceeding to be closed that otherwise would be open to the public.

(4) If the department classifies a report of suspected child abuse or child neglect as a central registry case,
the department shall maintain a record in the central registry and, within 30 days after the classification, shall
notify in writing each person who is named in the record as a perpetrator of the child abuse or child neglect.
The notice shall be sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and delivery restricted to the
addressee. The notice shall set forth the person's right to request expunction of the record and the right to a
hearing if the department refuses the request. The notice shall state that the record may be released under
section 7d. The notice shall not identify the person reporting the suspected child abuse or child neglect.

(5) A person who is the subject of a report or record made under this act may request the department to
amend an inaccurate report or record from the central registry and local office file. A person who is the
subject of a report or record made under this act may request the department to expunge from the central
registry a report or record by requesting a hearing under subsection (6). A report or record filed in a local
officefileis not subject to expunction except as the department authorizes, if considered in the best interest of
the child.

(6) A person who is the subject of a report or record made under this act may, within 180 days from the
date of service of notice of the right to a hearing, request the department hold a hearing to review the request
for amendment or expunction. If the hearing request is made within 180 days of the notice, the department
shall hold a hearing to determine by a preponderance of the evidence whether the report or record in whole or
in part should be amended or expunged from the central registry. The hearing shall be held before a hearing
officer appointed by the department and shall be conducted as prescribed by the administrative procedures act
of 1969, 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 to 24.328. The department may, for good cause, hold a hearing under this
subsection if the department determines that the person who is the subject of the report or record submitted
the request for a hearing within 60 days after the 180-day notice period expired.

(7) If the investigation of areport conducted under this act does not show child abuse or child neglect by a
preponderance of evidence, or if a court dismisses a petition based on the merits of the petition filed under
section 2(b) of chapter X11A of the probate code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.2, because the petitioner
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has failed to establish that the child comes within the jurisdiction of the court, the information identifying the
subject of the report shall be expunged from the central registry. If a preponderance of evidence of abuse or
neglect exists, or if a court takes jurisdiction of the child under section 2(b) of chapter XIIA of the probate
code of 1939, 1939 PA 288, MCL 712A.2, the department shall maintain the information in the centra
registry asfollows:

(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), for a person listed as a perpetrator in category | or 1l under
section 8d, either as aresult of an investigation or as a result of the reclassification of a case, the department
shall maintain the information in the central registry for 10 years.

(b) For a person listed as a perpetrator in category | or |l under section 8d that involved any of the
circumstances listed in section 17(1) or 18(1), the department shall maintain the information in the central
registry until the department receives reliable information that the perpetrator of the abuse or neglect is dead.
For the purpose of this subdivision, "reliable information™ includes, but is not limited to, information obtained
using the United States social security death index database.

(c) For aperson who is the subject of areport or record made under this act before the effective date of the
amendatory act that added this subdivision, the following applies:

(i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), for a person listed as perpetrator in category | or 1l under
section 8d either as a result of an investigation or as a result of the reclassification of a case, the department
may remove the information for a person described in this subparagraph after 10 years without a request for
amendment or expunction.

(if) For a person listed as a perpetrator in category | or Il under section 8d that involved any of the
circumstances listed in section 17(1) or 18(1), the department shall maintain the information in the centra
registry until the department receives reliable information that the perpetrator of the child abuse or child
neglect is dead. For the purpose of this subparagraph, "reliable information" includes, but is not limited to,
information obtained using the United States social security death index database.

(8) In releasing information under this act, the department shall not include a report compiled by a police
agency or other law enforcement agency related to an ongoing investigation of suspected child abuse or child
neglect. This subsection does not prevent the department from releasing reports of convictions of crimes
related to child abuse or child neglect.

(9) A member or staff member of a citizen review panel shall not disclose identifying information about a
specific child protection case to an individual, partnership, corporation, association, governmental entity, or
other legal entity. A member or staff member of a citizen review panel is a member of a board, council,
commission, or statutorily created task force of a governmental agency for the purposes of section 7 of 1964
PA 170, MCL 691.1407. Information obtained by a citizen review panel is not subject to the freedom of
information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to 15.246.

(10) An agency obtaining a confidential record under subsection (2)(a) may seek an order from the court
having jurisdiction over the child or from the family division of the Ingham county circuit court that allows
the agency to disseminate confidential child protective services or foster care information to pursue sancti